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PREMATURE OFFICE ACTION 



Sir: 



This Petition is in response to the Office Action, mailed December 14, 2001 . Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Office Action is premature for the reasons discussed below. 
Withdrawal of the premature Office Action is therefore requested. 
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limits under PCT Article 39 is 30 months from the earliest claimed priority date > September 1 0, 
1999, 

Since the Demand, with the U.S. being elected, was filed before the expiration of the 1 9* 
month from the earliest priority date and there was no request made under the PCT Article 40(2) 
for an early examination, examination of the referenced application may not commence until the 
30 month time limit under PCT Article 39 has expired- Specifically, examination must not begin 
before March 10 T 2002. 

Because the first Office Action of December 14, 2001 was issued before the expiration of 
the time limit under PCT Article 39, it is an improper action pursuant to PCT Article 40 and 
should be vacated. 

No fee should be due in connection with this communication. However, should it be 
deemed that a fee is required for any reason, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge it to Deposit Account No. 23-1703. 

Dated: »-) t^it^O Z Respectfully submitted, 



Andrew Fcssak 
Reg. No. 48,528 
Agent for Applicants 

Customer No. 007470 

Agent's Direct Line: (212) 819-8437 
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